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and society of the persons beloved; we wish well to them, we wish them all that is good. " Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets." We will oblige them, if we can; we will serve them, if in our power ; we watch for opportunities of promoting their welfare; we are ready to make sacrifices for their good. This love is ready to flow forth towards relatives and friends, towards neighbors and companions, towards all with whom we come in contact; it will go out towards the whole family of mankind. We are ready to increase their happiness, and in the highest exercises of the affection to raise them in the scale of being and to exalt them morally and spiritually.
Now, this second is the higher aspect of love; the other belongs, in man, to a lower department of his nature. It is an exercise merely of emotional clinging, and may contain nothing virtuous or holy ; it may be merely like the attachment of a dog to its master. The love of benevolence is of a higher kind; we wish to do good, we strive to do good to those whom we love. The one is like a genial heat in a closed apartment; the other is like an open fire radiating heat on all around; the one is like a lake reflecting heaven on its bosom; the other is a fountain welling up and carrying *with it a refreshing influence. It flows out in a great number and variety of forms: in compassion, in pity, in tenderness, in long-suffering and patience. " Charity suffereth long, and is kind ; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things."